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School suspensions significantly contribute to dropping out of school, and dropping out of school is a significant predictor of 
incarceration. Dropouts are 3.5 times more likely than high school graduates to be incarcerated in their lifetime (Martin & Halperin, 
2006) and 68% of state prisoners are dropouts (Harlow, 2003), demonstrating that the pipeline ends at prisons and jails. 
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2003, Chicago Police Dept.

High School Youth Risk Behavior Survey (CDC, 2009)

According to the Chicago Police Department, there were 18,287 arrests of youth 
16 and under in 2009 in the city of Chicago.

*’Other’ includes local ordinances, petty offenses, and business offenses.
**Includes location codes that reflect public schools buildings and public school grounds.
Source: CLEAER DW queried 1/19/10-downloaded from WBEZ site on 9/16/10

TOTAL NUMBER OF ARRESTS OF PERSONS 16 & UNDER (CITY OF CHICAGO, 2008 & 2009)

ARRESTS AT PUBLIC SCHOOL LOCATIONS (CITY OF CHICAGO, 2008 & 2009) **
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Chicago Public Schools serves approximately 407,000 students in 675 schools. It is the third largest school district in the country. Data from the Illinois 
State Board of Education suggests that 23, 664 CPS students were suspended once in the 2008-2009 school year. However, traditionally these data 
undercount the number of actual suspensions that take place in Chicago Public Schools. In addition, they do not count any arrests on school grounds. 


